

[image: image1.png]


 

U.S. Department of Justice


Criminal Division 

Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development,

Assistance and Training (OPDAT) 

http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/opdat/selected/OPDAT-home.html

Hong Kong, China

Regional Intellectual Property Law Enforcement Coordinator (IPLEC) Program
 
Background
On June 1, 2016, Evan Williams, Senior Counsel with the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section (CCIPS), began a detail with DOJ’s Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development Assistance and Training (OPDAT) as Hong Kong’s first Regional Intellectual Property Law Enforcement Coordinator (IPLEC), with regional responsibility for Asia.  The Hong Kong IPLEC is part of an expanding global network.  OPDAT, working with CCIPS, has a second IPLEC posted in São Paulo, Brazil, and expects to deploy IPLECs in 2017 to Sofia, Bulgaria and Abuja, Nigeria.  In addition, DOJ’s Office of International Affairs Attaché in Bangkok, Thailand serves a second, non-funded role as IPLEC for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries.  The Hong Kong IPLEC works all over Asia, including the ASEAN bloc, to coordinate and deliver intellectual property (IP) prosecutorial and judicial training and technical assistance to United States foreign law enforcement partners.  Specifically, the IPLEC has the following regional responsibilities: (1) assessing the capacity of law enforcement authorities throughout the region to enforce intellectual property rights; (2) developing and delivering training and other capacity building formats designed to enhance the capacity of justice sector personnel to enforce intellectual property rights; (3) assisting in developing or strengthening institutions dedicated to enforcing intellectual property rights; (4) monitoring regional trends in intellectual property protection and computer crimes; and (5) providing expert assistance in support of United States Government (USG) IP and computer crime policies and initiatives in the region.  Ultimately, the IPLEC’s goal is to see a measurable increase in the number of regional IP prosecutions, especially those involving the Internet, and a co-equal increase in regional seizures of infringing goods.
IPR Training and Outreach
The IPLEC has participated in numerous regional IP workshops for police, prosecutors and judges during his first few months in Asia.  The IPLEC has provided instruction on criminal IP rights enforcement in China, Malaysia, Taiwan and Mongolia to law enforcement and justice sector officials from the host nations as well as Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  The IPLEC expects to begin staging his own regional programs, in Hong Kong and elsewhere, by 2017.  In addition, the IPLEC has given presentations on criminal IP rights enforcement at regional USG conferences attended by both government IP officials and also representatives of major regional IP rights holders; these include the July 2016 “Best Practices for Stemming Digital Piracy” conference, held in Taipei, Taiwan, and the October 2016 “Ambassador’s Intellectual Property Rights Roundtable – Enforcing IPR in a Global Economy: Current Trends and Challenges in China,” held in Shanghai, China.
Increasing IP Prosecutions

The IPLEC meets regularly with government IP officials in Hong Kong and other nations in the region to discuss trending IP rights enforcement issues and challenges.  In one example, Hong Kong recently failed to enact sorely needed updates to its copyright laws, frustrating law enforcement’s efforts to tackle cutting- edge digital piracy sites which stream infringing content.  In another, Taiwan is struggling to bring successful prosecutions under its 2014 statute  criminalizing theft of trade secrets.  The IPLEC also meets with many representatives of regional IP rights holders, both to gauge their key IP concerns and to solicit from them appropriate case referrals for regional law enforcement agencies.  To that end, the IPLEC has facilitated meetings between rights holders’ representatives and law enforcement on selected cases.
� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�“The dignity and stability of government in all its branches, the morals of the people, and every blessing of society depend so much upon an upright and skillful administration of justice . . .”


John Adams, 1776
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